
Higher Education – policy update
ENQA Seminar: Quality assurance in the 

European context
Brussels, 14 June 2018

Klara Engels-Perenyi
European Commission
DG EAC/ B1

edurie
Text Box
http://www.enqa.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/EUs-modernisation-agenda-for-higher-education-%E2%80%93-future-priorities.pdf
2018-07-02  



European Education Area
Political context

November 2017: Gothenburg summit

December 2017: European Council conclusions

Making learning mobility a reality for all



Mutual recognition of diplomas

European universities

European student card

3 Key Initiatives
Building a stronger Europe COM(2018)268/2 

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2018/EN/COM-2018-268-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF


Transparent  criteria  for  recognition  that  
are  applied  consistently  throughout  each 
HEI 

Targeted support for HEIs

Support further use of transparency tools

Council Recommendation on Recognition  

https://ec.europa.eu/education/initiatives/european-education-area/automatic-mutual-recognition-of-diplomas_de


European Universities

“......Member States, Council and the Commission
encourage the emergence by 2024 of some twenty
'European Universities', consisting in bottom-up
networks of 4 to 6 universities across the EU which
will enable students to obtain a degree by
combining studies in several EU countries and
contribute to the international competitiveness of
European universities.”

European Council conclusions on the Communication
on Strengthening European Identity through Education
and Culture

14 December 2017 

https://ec.europa.eu/education/european-universities-initiative_en


Objectives of ‘European Universities’

A more united and 
stronger Europe with…

…increased quality, 
performance and 

competitiveness of 
European higher education 

institutions

bottom-up alliances of higher education institutions
open to all types of Higher Education Institutions
geographically balanced
socially inclusive

KEY PRINCIPLES

- Education Council -



How ‘European Universities’ will look 
like in 2025-2030?

European 
inter-university Campuses

Bachelor/Master/Doctoral 
levels

European 
curriculum 

customised by 
each student 
leading to a 
European 

degree

Innovative 
curricula with 

innovative 
pedagogies + 
embedded 
structured 

student mobility 

Enhanced staff 
mobility between 

the partner 
institutions to 

teach/do 
research/work



Transnational 
knowledge-

creating teams 
of 

students/teachers
/researchers 

addressing big 
societal 

challenges

Acting 
as role 
models

“Challenge 
based”

approach

How ‘European Universities’ will look 
like in 2025-2030?



Dedicated 
Cooperation 
Structures 

Shared, integrated, long-term 
strategic vision on 

education/research/innovation

European Statute
European Degree

How European Universities will look 
like in 2025-2030?



European Student Card 

https://ec.europa.eu/education/european-student-card-initiative_en


Why?

Boost student mobility across Europe 

Achieve seamless student mobility from one 
university to another

Improve quality of services for students 

Decrease administrative burden for students and 
staff



Enables students to easily identify 
themselves 

Secure exchange of student data 

Better and faster student services

European Student Card 



Erasmus 2021-2027



Erasmus 2021-2027



Erasmus 2021-2027



Novelties for Higher Education

• Improved access and inclusiveness
• More flexible mobility formats
• Simplification and Digitalisation
• Targeted mobility in forward looking skills
• International Dimension 
• Active participation



Bologna Process

• Better and more even implementation of 
key commitments

• Peer support
• Peer groups – all with links to QA
• Dedicated support through EU grants – to 

be published end August, application 
deadline end October



See for more details…
Proposal for a Council recommendation on recognition: 
https://ec.europa.eu/education/initiatives/european-
education-area/automatic-mutual-recognition-of-diplomas_en
European Education Area: 
https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/combuild
ingastrongereurope_en_act_part1_v7.pdf
Paris Communiqué: http://www.ehea2018.paris/
Brochure "The EU in support of the Bologna Process" 
https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac_bolo
gna_process_2018_web.pdf
Dealing with non-implementation; Final report BFUG Advisory 
Group 3 
http://media.ehea.info/file/2018_Paris/72/4/MEN_conf-
EHEA_AG3_05_950724.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/education/initiatives/european-education-area/automatic-mutual-recognition-of-diplomas_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/combuildingastrongereurope_en_act_part1_v7.pdf
http://www.ehea2018.paris/
https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac_bologna_process_2018_web.pdf
http://media.ehea.info/file/2018_Paris/72/4/MEN_conf-EHEA_AG3_05_950724.pdf


Questions?




